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What’s My Trade?
More than 700 school students tried their hand at different 
trades at the inaugural “What’s My Trade?” event in the 
Western Downs in March.

“What’s My Trade?” is an initiative of Gladstone Area Group 
Apprentices Limited (GAGAL) and was brought to Dalby and 
Chinchilla with QGC support.

The event was designed to give local students a hands on,  
fun experience of a variety of trades.

All schools in the region were invited to attend and try 
electrical, tiling, construction, plumbing, horticulture, 
hospitality, flooring, painting and boilermaking – all trades 
identified as in short supply in the region.

QGC General Manager Field Operations Steve Carter said the 
event presented an excellent opportunity for students to learn 
about career options at an early age.

“QGC will operate in the Surat Basin for many years to come 
and the young people attending the “What’s My Trade?” event 
may well be our future employees,” he said.

“We certainly hope some of the young people will, in time, 
choose trades relevant to our industry.

“Others will choose trades important to the wider community 
and this is, of course, valuable to all in the Western Downs.”

The students were ably assisted by 20 QGC field employees 
who volunteered their time to work with the children at  
the events.

QGC’s Camp Administrator, Operations Support & Logistics, 
Fran Peterson, spent an enjoyable day at the Chinchilla event.

“It was a wonderful day and very beneficial for the local 
schools,” she said.

“Warra State School was very happy to attend – the whole 
school of 19 students came and the teachers and helpers  
loved it.”

QGC Field Safety Advisor Jim Marshall said he enjoyed  
watching the smiles on the children’s faces as they  
participated in activities and appreciated the opportunity  
to work with the community.

Check out the “What’s My Trade?” movie on the QGC website.

QGC supports trainees
Ten people will pursue a range of career options following a 
new partnership between QGC and local training providers.

The partnership will see five people in the Western Downs 
region and five people from Gladstone complete traineeships  
in fields not related to coal seam gas or LNG production.

QGC Social Performance General Manager Mitch Innes said 
development of the LNG industry would bring significant 
economic benefits to the region and also place pressure on  
local businesses.

“We developed the trainee partnership in recognition that 
many local business and service providers in the Western 
Downs and Gladstone regions faced a shortage of skilled 
workers,” he said.

 “QGC’s existing business and development plans depend on 
economically strong and diverse communities that can support 
our operations and our employees.”

Through the partnership, trainees will be placed with local 
host employers and work towards formal qualifications in their 
chosen field.

In the Western Downs, trainees are currently working towards 
qualifications in childcare, aged care and business.

In Gladstone, the trainees are working in childcare, business 
and warehousing.

“This partnership is about helping local people develop the 
skills that are important to their communities,” Mitch said.

The trainees were recruited and managed by Downs Group 
Training (Western Downs) and Gladstone Area Group 
Apprentices Ltd (Gladstone).
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Community Committees established
QGC has established a network of community committees 
across the project area to facilitate information sharing.

Four of the six community committees have been established 
across those regions affected by the QCLNG project.

QGC General Manager Social Performance Mitch Innes  
said the committees were established to provide advice to 
QGC on community development and opportunities, and  
to provide a forum for information exchange with QGC.

“Importantly, we are also asking community committees 
to help us identify relevant and meaningful indicators 
to use in monitoring and reporting on QGC’s social and 
environmental performance,” he said.

QGC worked with staff from the University of Queensland’s 
Centre for Social Responsibility in Mining to develop the 
structure, membership and terms of reference for the 
committees.

Each community committee consists of a maximum of 10 
people comprised of representatives from major interest 
sectors. Meetings will also be attended by senior QGC field 
and project personnel.

“QGC has sought representatives from local business 
and industry, environmental groups, community services, 
health, education and young people, women, landholders 
and indigenous people,” Mitch said.

“Once the committees are well established, we intend a 
community chair to run them.”

Details of the committees’ membership and meeting 
minutes are available on the QGC website.

“Our aim is to provide a forum for transparent, two-
way dialogue between QGC and representatives of the 
communities that will be affected by QGC’s construction 
and operational activities,” Mitch said.

Tony Heidrich, QGC Manager Social Performance – Gas Fields.

New community contacts for QGC
QGC has appointed two new social performance managers for the project area.

Tony Heidrich, Manager Social Performance – Gas Fields, is based in Chinchilla 
and joins QGC after eight years as chief executive officer of the Australian 
Banana Growers Council. Tony has a background in agricultural science and  
rural technologies.

Lorna McGinnis, Manager Social Performance – Gladstone, joins the QGC  
team with two years experience in the LNG industry. Before this, Lorna spent  
six years in regional and community development in Gladstone, Rockhampton  
and Darwin.

Tony and Lorna’s roles include community liaison and assisting with the 
implementation of QGC’s social performance partnerships in their  
respective regions.

Lorna McGinnis, QGC Manager Social Performance – Gladstone.

QGC General Manager Field Operations Steve Carter discusses QGC’s plans 
with the newly formed Southern Gas Fields Community Committee.

QGC Community Committees Structure

QCLNG Regional  
Community Committee

Pipeline Regional 
Community Committee

Northern Gas Fields  
Community Committee

Wandoan, Miles, Grosmont,  
Guluguba, Gurulmundi,  

Glenaubyn, Bogandilla, Clifford, 
Kowgurna and Dalwagon

Central Gas Fields  
Community Committee

Chinchilla, Condamine,  
Kogan, Columboola, Cameby,  

Drillham South, Mangram,  
Crossroads and Hopeland

Southern Gas Fields  
Community Committee

Tara, Dalby, Wieimbella,  
Beelbee, Daandine, Weranga,  
Goranba, Kumbarilla, Kuann,  

Halliford and Marmadua

Gas Fields Regional  
Community Committee 

Students from across the Western Downs tried a range of trade activities at the inaugural  
“What’s My Trade?” Roadshow.

Gladstone’s Damien Cronin began working towards a Certificate III in Warehousing  
with BOC Ltd. He is one of ten trainees supported by QGC across Gladstone and the  
Western Downs regions.
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Students explore gas  
careers at school
Thousands of Surat Basin school students will have the 
opportunity to explore careers in coal seam gas while still  
at school.

A partnership between QGC, Santos, Origin, Energy 
Skills Australia and the Queensland Minerals and Energy 
Academy will allow seven Surat Basin high schools to offer 
education and training options for students interested in 
resource sector careers.

QGC Managing Director Catherine Tanna said QGC was 
committed to increasing the pool of potential employees  
by providing training and skills development opportunities 
for local people.

“This programme gives the region’s young people a 
head-start on careers within the coal seam gas industry,” 
Catherine said.

Woop Woop helped  
to care for wildlife
Wildlife carers in the Western Downs  
have received financial support from  
QGC to help them care for sick and  
injured animals. 

Woop Woop Wildlife Rescue Inc president  
Karen Smith said the organisation  
bought extra animal feed, vet supplies  
and other equipment. 

Part of the funding has been spent on  
materials to build and fit out a shed to  
house an emergency treatment centre. 

QGC also helped Woop Woop develop new publicity 
materials to raise awareness of their work and provide 
advice to the community if they encounter sick or  
injured wildlife. 

QGC General Manager Field Operations Steve Carter said 
Woop Woop was providing a vital service to the community. 

“These dedicated wildlife carers work around the clock  
to protect our native species and we are delighted to  
provide some practical assistance to help make that  
job a little easier,” Steve said.

Community develop plan  
for Myall Creek
The Dalby community is developing a new master plan to 
guide and coordinate development of Myall Creek.

The Dalby Welcoming Community Committee, through 
funding provided by QGC, has commissioned the master 
plan, which will draw heavily on local input.

The committee’s Beth Wood said a master plan for Myall 
Creek was identified as a community priority as far back  
as 1992.

“Myall Creek is predominately used for walking but many 
community groups have ideas for improving the area and 
expanding the range of activities available,” she said.

Project information registration
Media releases, general QGC employment vacancies and other publications relating to the Project will be regularly published on 
the QGC website at www.qgc.com.au or QCLNG Project website at www.qclng.com.au

If you would like to be added to the QCLNG Project stakeholder database and receive future updates, please fill out this form. 
Alternatively, contact QGC on 1800 030 443 or community@qgc.com.au

Name:�

Organisation:�

Phone/mobile:�

Postal address:�

Postcode:�

Preferred form of contact:

	     Post                           Email:�

Other, please specify:

QGC respects and abides by the privacy laws under which this information is provided.

QGC encourages your feedback

QGC welcomes your feedback on the QCLNG Project and how we communicate with our stakeholders and the local communities in 
which we seek to operate.

If you have any feedback or a general enquiry about the QCLNG Project, please include your comments in the section provided below.

Thank you for your interest in QGC’s Queensland Curtis LNG Project.
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Woop Woop Wildlife  
Carer’s Karen Smith.

QGC Managing Director Catherine Tanna attended the QMEA launch in Brisbane  
with Premier Anna Bligh and Minister for Education and Training Geoff Wilson.

Partnership with CSRM 
QGC has formed a three-year partnership with  
The University of Queensland’s Centre for Social  
Responsibility in Mining to help meet its social 
performance and sustainable development objectives.

QGC Managing Director Catherine Tanna said the 
agreement would assist QGC to meet its social 
performance commitments, build relationships with 
key stakeholders and contribute to the professional 
development of QGC and BG Group personnel.

“We believe that companies that operate responsibly  
are also companies that prosper economically,”  
Catherine said. 

Dalby Welcoming Community Committee’s Beth Wood and QGC’s  
Corinne Kennedy at Myall Creek.

Sustainable Communities Programme 
Investing today for tomorrow
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QGC’s spend supports  
local economies
Queensland’s businesses are benefitting from QGC’s 
commitment to local content. Approximately 75 per cent of 
QGC’s expenditure (more than A$527 million) was spent with 
Queensland-based suppliers and sub-contractors in 2009.

A further 13 per cent (approximately $93 million) was spent  
in Australia (outside Queensland) bringing QGC’s total spend  
with Australian-based companies to approximately 85 per cent.

QGC’s Contracts and Procurement General Manager  
Greg Courts said QGC worked with the Industry Capability 
Network, AusIndustry and regional bodies to communicate 
project information and opportunities to local suppliers.

“QGC’s tender packages are designed to give Queensland and 
Australian companies full, fair and reasonable opportunity  
and these processes are supported by our Local Content 
Strategy,” he said.

While these local content figures relate to 2009, QGC  
expects significant expenditure with Queensland and 
Australian suppliers as the Queensland Curtis LNG (QCLNG) 
Project progresses.

“Given the global scale of the project, it is inevitable that  
some equipment and materials will need to be sourced 
internationally,” Greg said.

“We will need to import a significant volume of highly specialised 
LNG, pipeline and compressor equipment that is not available  
in Australia but all construction work will be performed locally 
and further contribute to the Queensland economy.

“As we move into operations we expect to continue making 
significant contributions to local communities through 
employment and supply opportunities.”

More information about contracting and supply  
opportunities can be found on the QCLNG website.  
http://qclng.com.au/project/opportunities/

New Gladstone office  
to accommodate  
growing business
Gladstone’s local plumbers, carpenters and other 
tradespeople are poised to benefit from the relocation of 
the QCLNG information office. 

The fitout of the new premises at 72 Goondoon Street has  
begun, with completion expected in June.

QGC is taking part of the ground floor and all of level two  
at the new premises, which will be renamed under the  
QGC banner. 

QGC has outgrown the information centre at 174  
Goondoon Street as the QCLNG Project gathers momentum 
towards final approval this year. The larger premises will 
accommodate a project team to lead construction of the 
liquefied natural gas production plant on Curtis Island. 

The new offices, behind Snoop’s Café and opposite the  
Grand Hotel, will also include a public information centre  
and meeting rooms.

QGC’s Social Performance Gladstone Manager, Lorna 
McGinnis, said the company wanted to ensure that its 
presence delivered enduring benefits to the community.

“QCLNG will create numerous benefits to its neighbouring 
communities including infrastructure upgrades, employment 
security, workforce skills and economic development,” she said.

“Crucially, this project will create more than 5000 direct 
jobs during construction and about 1000 during operation 
and increased demand for goods and services across the 
project area.

“Studies for the project indicate that up to A$30 billion in 
value-added activity is expected to be generated in 
Queensland in the decade to 2021.”
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Nathan Maddin (above) and Michael Eales of Gladstone firm Sparkman’s Cabinets & 
Joinery fit out QGC’s new Gladstone office.

QGC News
Welcome to the May 2010 edition of QGC News, designed to keep you informed 
about our business and encourage feedback about QGC’s activities.




