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1 INTRODUCTION 

QGC Limited (QGC), a wholly-owned subsidiary of BG Group plc, proposes to 
develop a world-scale, integrated liquefied natural gas (LNG) project in 
Queensland, known as the Queensland Curtis LNG (QCLNG) Project. 

Drawing on BG Group’s track record of very successful LNG project and 
market development, the QCLNG Project will make a significant contribution to 
developing Queensland’s large supplies of coal seam gas (CSG) and 
establish the LNG industry on the east coast of Australia. 

LNG is a safe, proven and efficient technology used to deliver supplies of 
natural gas, the least carbon-intensive of all fossil fuels, to markets around the 
world. LNG is natural gas that has been cooled to become a liquid, making it 
easier and more efficient to store and transport. 

LNG technology has transformed the energy industry by allowing gas to be 
economically and safely transported around the world. 

The QCLNG Project involves expanding QGC’s existing CSG operations in the 
Surat Basin of southern Queensland and transporting the gas via an 
underground pipeline to a gas liquefaction and export facility on Curtis Island, 
near Gladstone, where the gas will be converted to LNG for export to markets 
in the Asia Pacific region and around the world.  Domestically, the Project will 
help expand the gas market providing opportunities for gas suppliers and 
increased choice for consumers. 

The Project will rank as one of Australia’s largest capital investments and 
generate significant economic benefits for Australia and in particular for 
Queensland, including more than 4,000 direct jobs at the peak of construction, 
about 1,000 permanent positions and increased demand for goods and 
services.  In addition, the Project will generate indirect employment 
(primarily in Queensland) during construction and operation. 

The Project is forecast to stimulate an increase in Queensland’s gross state 
product of up to $32 billion between 2010 and 2021, or approximately 
$2.6 billion per annum. 

The Curtis Island facility will rank in the top three of the world’s most 
environmentally friendly LNG facilities with technological innovation which will 
set a benchmark for LNG facilities. 

As the Proponent, QGC will develop the following components of 
infrastructure for the QCLNG Project: 

• Gas Field Component: an expansion of QGC’s existing CSG fields in the 
Surat Basin of southern Queensland (refer Figure ES1) including 
management of Associated Water produced 

• Pipeline Component: a network of underground pipelines, including gas 
and water collection pipelines, in the Gas Field and a 380 km underground 
gas transmission pipeline (Export Pipeline) from the Gas Field to the 
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proposed Curtis Island LNG Facility (refer Figure ES2) 

• LNG Component: a gas liquefaction facility on the south west coast of 
Curtis Island. The LNG Facility will initially comprise two processing units, 
or “trains”, with provision for a third train.  Nominal production capacity with 
three trains operating will be up to 12 million tonnes per annum (mtpa) of 
LNG.  This component also includes an export jetty and other supporting 
infrastructure (refer Figure ES3) 

• Shipping Operations: LNG shipping operations to load the LNG and 
transport cargoes to global export markets. 

A fifth component, a swing basin at the export jetty and new shipping channel 
from the existing channels in the Port of Gladstone, will need to be developed 
to access the LNG export jetty.  The dredging works required for this 
Component may be part of a larger shipping channel development program 
being proposed by Gladstone Ports Corporation (GPC). 

This EIS covers the development of the QCLNG Project Infrastructure, 
specifically the Components listed above. 

Several other components of other infrastructure which may be associated 
with the QCLNG Project may also be constructed and operated by parties 
other than QGC (Ancillary Infrastructure).  Environmental approvals processes 
separate to this EIS are either underway for some of these components or will 
be undertaken should these additional components be developed.  
This Ancillary Infrastructure may include: 

• a bridge and roads to provide direct vehicular access from Gladstone to 
Curtis Island 

• a major new development of the Western Basin of the Port of Gladstone, 
involving dredging of a series of additional shipping channels and land 
reclamation using the dredged material proposed by GPC 

• other off-tenement infrastructure associated with or the transportation and 
beneficial use of approved or treated associated water from the gas fields 

• acquisition or addition of new gas tenements, resources and any new 
infrastructure required to provide additional reserves to underpin the future 
expansion of the QCLNG Project. 




